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In the Name of Allah, the Merciful, the Beneficent

Publishgr’s Foreward

All praise is due to Allah, Who has facilitated that Darussalam — in its
efforts of service in the translation and publication of important Islamic works
in various languages — be granted the task of publishing the entire collection
of the famous Six Books of Hadith.

These are: Sahih Al-Bukhari, Sahih Muslim, Sunan Abii Dawid, Sunan At-
Tirmidhi, Sunan An-Nasa’i, and Sunan Ibn Majah.

These last four, known as the “Four Sunan,” containing mostly Ahadith
related to, and arranged according to religious regulations, have mostly been
out of reach of the English reader until now.

After Sunan Abi Dawid, Imam Abi ‘Eisa At-Tirmidhi’s Jami‘ (compilation) - better
known as “Sunan At-Tirmidhi” is considered the most authentic among the Four Sunan.
In fact, some scholars even considered Sunan At-Tirmidhi to be the best out of
all of the Six Books, not based upon a criteria of authenticity, but rather
because of how well organized it is, making it easy for the average person to
find what he is looking for, and all of the additional areas of knowledge that the
author has included, which are not found in the other titles among the Six.

For example, after citing the narrations of a chapter, he often explains the
views of the famous A’immah of Figh, like Ahmad, Ash-Shafi‘l, Malik, and
others. In this manner he makes clear the interpretations of these great
scholars, and why they did or did not act upon this Hadith, or its like, making
this collection an important Figh reference.

Similarly, if he mentioned a chapter about the prohibition or the command
for something, he would include — if applicable — a chapter after that
related to the exception or permission regarding those matters.

His collection has the added distinguishing mark of containing many
statements regarding narrators from the great scholars of Ahadith that he
learned from, like Imam Ad-Darimi, whom he often cites from by saying: “I
asked ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abdur-Rahman about this...” Of course, the most
famous of these is his teacher Imam Al-Bukhari, whom he often refers to as:
“I asked Muhammad” or “I heard Muhammad bin Isma‘il saying...

Oftentimes, Imam At-Tirmidhi explains details about the name of a narrator
that may be obscure in chains of narration he cited, as well as clarifying the
names of Sahabah who are mentioned.
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Imam At-Tirmidhi also explains any defects in the chains of narration he cited

for the Hadith, and what his preference is in regard to the most correct version,
in other words; is the real chain a connected chain, or is the genuine version
that which does not have a connected chain. Imdm At-Tirmidhi’s collection
also has another distinguishing characteristic among the remainder of the Four

Sunan collections; that is his effort to explain the overall correctness and,

usefulness, in other words, the grade of each Hadith. This is something that
occurs with less frequency in the other three of the Four Sunan.

In most chapters, Imam At-Tirmidhi also explains if there are other narrations
related to the topic, and from which of the Sahabah they are reported.

Such topics — along with his book Al-1lal Al-Kabir and his book Al-‘Ilal As-

Saghir — make his collection an important reference for the science of 7im.

Ar-Rijal, ‘Ilm Ar-Riwayah and Al-Jarh wat-Ta‘dil.

In summary of the benefit of Sunan At-Tirmidhi, Al-Qadi Ibn Al-‘Arabi
mentioned the famous collections of Ahadith and he said: “And there is none
among them like the book of Abua ‘Eisa...” And he said: “In it are fourteen
(categories) of knowledge, and that makes it easier and safer to act upon...”
He listed them as: : 1
Chains of narration (4snad);

Authenticity (Sahhah);

Weakness (Da ‘afa);

Multiple routes of transmission (Turuq);

Disparaging remarks regarding narrators (Jarh);

Endorsing remarks regarding narrators (‘Addal);

Names of narrators;

Kunyah (surnames) of narrators;

00NN R W

Connected narrations (Wasal);

—_
o

. Disconnected narrations (Qata‘);

WY
[y

. The clearest of what is to be acted upon;

—
[\

. What is abandoned of narrations;

[
w

narrations;
. Mention of their differences in interpretation of the narrations.!!

—
'S

(1 See Ahmad Shakir’s ‘Introduction to Sunan At-Tirmidhi, where he refers this to “dridat

Al-Ahwadhi.

22 : . dodle.

. Clarification of the differences of the scholars in rejecting and accepting

- .
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By these, he indicated that this collection of Imam At-Tirmidhi includes each
of these types of knowledge in it.

The original text of Sunan At-Tirmidhi has been widely published in the
Islamic world, and a team of scholars has reviewed the famous publications
and manuscripts in verification of the text for our publication.

Finally, there were three main texts relied upon for verification, and these are
the text published in India, with the commentary Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi by
Shaikh ‘Abdur-Rahman Al-Mubarakpiri; the text published in Beirut, with
the commentary ‘Aridat Al-Ahwadhi by Al-Qadi Ibn Al-‘Arabi; and the text
published in Tunisia which is based upon the text verified by Shaikh Ahmad
Shakir and Muhammad Fuw’ad ‘Abdul-Bagi.

There are slight discrepancies of variation in some of the manuscripts and
published editions. Sometimes there is an additional word here or there, or
one Hadith or chapter is cited earlier or later in sequence in one manuscript.
In cases of additional words or phrases found in one or few of the manuscripts
and editions, the addition has been marked by square brackets [ ]. This method
is visible in the English translation as well, and whenever it was deemed
necessary to insert an explanatory term, then parenthesis ( ) were used for that
purpose. -
Lastly, all of the Ahadith in the text have been graded by the great research
scholar Hafiz Zubair ‘Ali Za’1.

We ask Allah to accept our good works in this endeavour, and to cause all of
the readers to attain the best benefit from it.

‘Abdul-Malik Mujahid
Servant of the Qur’an and Sunnah
Director,

Darussalam
Riyadh and Lahore.
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Introduction To Jami‘ At-Tirmidhi

By Abu Khaliyl

About The Author

He is Abi ‘Eisa bin Sawrah bin Miisa bin Ad-Dahhéik, As-Sulami, Ad-Darir,
Al-Bighi,"!  At-Tirmidhi. He is called “As-Sulami” due to his ancestor’s
allegiance to the tribe of Sulaim, a well-known branch of the families of Qais
bin Ghilan.!")

As for “At-Tirmidhi,” it is an ascription to a large city (Tirmidh) on the
northern banks of the Amu Darya river in Tajikistan. His grandfather was
from Marw (in Turkmenistan) but he emigrated to Tirmidh where Imam At-
Tirmidhi was born.?!

His Birth, Studies, And Travels

Scholars differ over which year he was born in. The dates vary between 200
and 209H.*! While he was young, he began learning in his own city and later
traveled to learn from the scholars of various lands. Al-Mizzi said: “He
journeyed through the lands and heard from many personalities from
Khurasan, Al-Iraq, Al-Hjiaz and other places.”?!

His Teachers

At-Tirmidhi heard from many of the most eminent people of knowledge of
his time, some of those whom Al-Bukhari heard from, as well as the other
famous Hadith compilers. He met and heard narrations from Muslim, and
Abu Dawud, and he stayed with Al-Bukhari learning a wealth of knowledge
and narrations from him. Thus, Al-‘Allamah ‘Abdul ‘Aziz Ad-Dihlawi said,
“Surely, At-Tirmidhi was Bukhar?’s suceessor.”!®!

1 An ascription to Bigh a village outside of Tirmidh, where he was born according to As-
Sama‘ani.

(21 This was stated by ‘Ali al-Qari in Sharh Shama’il At-Tirmidhi 1:7.

Pl See the introduction to Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi.

I See Ahmad Shakir’s Introduction to Jami‘ At-Tirmidhi, the Introduction to Tuhfat Al-
Ahwadhi, Al-Hittah by Siddiq Hasan Khan, and the other popular books of biographies
of the famous scholars.

5! Tahdhib Al-Kamal 26:250-251,

1 Tuhfar Al-Ahwadhi
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In his Sunan, At-Tirmidhi mentioned much of what he learnt from Al-Bukhari
concerning narrators and benefits from the narrations.

His Books

He authored many books, the most famous of which are the following:

1. Al-Jami‘, and it is this book, more commonly known as Sunan At-
Tirmidhi.

2. Ash-Shama’il An-Nubuwiyah Wal-Khasa’il Al-Mustafuwiyah, more
commonly known as Shama'’il At-Tirmidhi.

3. Kitab Al-‘Ilal As-Saghir, which is often printed at the end of Sunan At-
Tirmidhi.

His Death

At-Tirmidhi died in Termez — in the village of Bigh according to As-

Sam‘anit’ - on the eve of Monday, the thirteenth night of Rajab in the year

279H, may Allah have mercy upon him.[?!

About This Book

Al-Hafiz Aba Al-Fadl Al-Maqdisi said: “I heard Al-Imam Abua Isma‘l
‘Abdullah bin Muhammad Al-Ansari®! in Harrah - when Aba ‘Eisa At-
Tirmidhi and his book was mentioned before him - saying: “To me, his book
is better than the book of Al-Bukhari and that of Muslim. Because only one
who is an expert in knowledge can arrive at the benefit of the books of Al-
Bukhari and Muslim, whereas in the case of the book of Aba ‘Eisa, every one
of the people can reach its benefit.”l*]

In Jami‘ Al-Usil,!®! Tbn Al-Athir said: “(It) is the best of the books,®! having
the most benefit, the best organization, with the least repetition. It contains
what others do not contain; like mention of the different Madhhabs (views),
angles of argument, and clarifying the circumstances of the Hadith being
authentic, weak, Gharib (odd), as well as disparaging and endorsing remarks
(regarding narrators).”

Similarly, more was said by Ibn Al-‘Arabi in ‘Aridah Al-Ahwadhi who listed
fourteen categories of benefit in the book.

M Al-Insab 3:45-46.

P Tahdhib Al-Kamal 26:252.

B He is Shaikh Al-Islam Aba Ismail ‘Abdullah bin Muhammad bin ‘Ali Al-Ansari Al-
Haruwi, author of Dham Al-Kalam Wa Ahlih, Manazil As-Sa’irin, as well as others. He
died in the year 481H. See Tadhkirah Al-Huffaz.

4l Sharit Al-A’immah Al-Hufaz Ashab Al-Kutub As-Sittah. See also Siyar A'lam An-Nubala’
13:277, Al-Bidayah Wan-Nihayah 11:67, and the Introduction to Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi p. 281.

11 1:193 pub. Dar Al-Fikr.

161 Referring to its qualities in comparison to the remainder of the Six Books of Hadith.
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Adh-Dhahabi said: “In Al-Jami‘ there is useful knowledge, abundant benefits,
and a summary of the issues. It is one of the Usial of Islam, if not for the
tarnish of the inauthentic Ahadith in it, some of which are fabricated — and
most of that are about virtues.”!!!

Introductory Points: From At-Tirmidhi

The great Hafiz of Hadith, Imam Abu ‘Eisa At-Tirmidhi wrote a book known
as Al-‘Ilal (or Al-‘Ilal As-Saghir), which is often published along with Jami‘ At-
Tirmidhi, or Sunan At-Tirmidhi as it is more commonly known. In Al-Tlal, he
mentioned some important introductory points to let the reader know about
what he has included in his Sunan. The following are some excerpts from Al-
1lal for the benefit of those who read this translation of Sunan At-Tirmidhi:

At-Tirmidhr’s Objective

Abiu ‘Efsa said:

“All of the Ahadith that are in this book!?! are acted upon and cited as proof
by some of the people of knowledge, with the exception of two Ahadith:

The Hadith of Ibn ‘Abbas, that the Prophet #z combined the Zuhr and ‘Asr
(prayers), and the Maghrib and ‘Isha’ (prayers) in Al-Madinah, without being
in a state of fear, nor due to rain.*!

And the Hadith of the Prophet i: “‘Whoever drinks wine, then lash him. If he
returns to it, then on the fourth time kill him.”[*)

I have clarified the deficiencies of both of these Ahadith in the book.”

The Opinions Of The Fuqaha’ That At-Tirmidlii Mentions After Some
Chapters

[Sufyan Ath-Thawri]

He said:

“And whatever we mentioned in this book, from choices of the Fugaha’:

Then whatever is in it from the saying of Sufyan Ath-Thawri, most of it is
what was narrated to us by Muhammad bin ‘Uthman Al-Kiafi (he said):
“Ubaidullah bin Misa narrated it to us from Sufyan.” Some of it was narrated
to me by Abu Al-Fadl, Maktim bin Al-‘Abbas At-Tirmidhi (he said):
‘Muhammad bin Yasuf Al-Firyabi narrated to us from Sufyan.’

[Malik Bin Anas]

Whatever is in it from the sayings of Malik bin Anas, then most of it is what

1

) Siyar Alam An-Nubald’ 13:274.
(2l That is, his Sunan.

Bl No. 187 in his Sunan.

1 No. 1444 in his Sunan.
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was narrated to us by Ishaq bin Miisa Al-Ansari (he said): ‘Ma‘n bin ‘Eisa Al-
Qazzaz narrated to us from Mailik bin Anas.’ Whatever it contains from the
chapters on fasting, then Abi Mus‘ab Al-Madini informed us of it, from
Malik bin Anas. Some of the statements of Malik are from what we were
informed by Musa bin Hizam (who said): “Abdullah bin Maslamah Al-
Qa‘nabi informed us from Malik bin Anas.’

[‘Abdullah Bin Al-Mubarak]

Whatever is in it from the sayings of Ibn Al-Mubarak, then it is what was
narrated to us by Ahmad bin ‘Abdul-A‘la Al-Amuli, from the companions of
Ibn Al-Mubarak, from him. Among it is what has been related from Abi
Wahb [Muhammad bin Muzahim], from Ibn Al-Mubarak. And among it is
what has been related from ‘Ali bin Al-Hasan, from ‘Abdullah bin Al-
Mubarak. Among it is what has been related from ‘Abdan, from Sufyan bin
‘Abdul-Malik, from Ibn Al-Mubarak. And among it is what was related from
Habban bin Masa, from Ibn Al-Mubarak. And among it is what was related
from Wahb bin Zam‘ah, from Fadalah An-Nasawi from ‘Abdullah bin Al-
Mubarak. And there are other narrators whose names we mentioned from Ibn
Al-Mubarak.

[Ash-Shafiq]

And whatever it contains from the sayings of Ash-Shafi‘i, then most of it is
what Al-Hasan bin Muhammad Az-Za‘farani informed me of from Ash-
Shafi‘i. Whatever there is regarding Wudii’ or Salat, it was narrated to us by
Aba Al-Walid Al-Makki from Ash-Shafi‘i. And among it is what was narrated
to us by Abii Isma‘il [At-Tirmidhi] (he said): ‘Yasuf bin Yahya Al-Qurashi Al-
Buwaiti narrated it to us, from Ash-Shafi‘l.” Some things were mentioned in it
from Ar-Rabi‘ from Ash-Shafii, and Ar-Rabi‘ permitted us to narrate that,
and he wrote that (permission) for us.

[Ahmad Bin Hanbal And Ishaq Bin Ibrahim Ar-Rahiyah]

Whatever it contains of sayings of Ahmad bin Hanbal and Ishaq bin Ibrahim,
then it is what Ishaq bin Mansir informed us of from Ahmad and Ishag,
except what is in the chapters on Al-Hajj, Blood Money (Ad-Diyat), and
Punishments (4/-Hudiid) — for 1 did not hear that from Ishaq bin Mansur,
(rather) Muhammad bin Musa Al-Asamm informed me of it from Ishaq bin
Mansir, from Ahmad and Ishiq. And some of the statements of Ishaq [bin
Ibrahim’] were narrated to us by Muhammad bin Fulaih, from Ishag. We have
clarified this appropriately in each place in the book.”

At-Tirmidh?’s Statements Of Criticism After Some Narrations

He said:
“Whatever is in them mentioning deficiencies regarding the Ahddith, the



