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Hadith compilation according to

subject-matter

Confounding o
Doubtful Canle
Hadith  compilation — according  to| wrss
names of Companions, regions, or

names of teachers of compilers

Medium Mu'jam o sV emall
Moinor Mu'jam el poenall
Major Mu'jam S el
Conventional by e
Defective Mo
Defective J b
Hadith in which narrator narrates | s
using the Arabic word ‘an (meaning

‘from’)

Accounts of historical nature S5l
Accepted J pehe
Intersected ¢ shia
Inverted 4l
Reporters of many traditions O3 S
Abrogated Fyin
Unique > i
Interrupted i
Denounced S
Trustworthy 34 ge
Hadith beginning with the D%
Arabic word anna

Compilete J e 50
Fabricated § g g0
Discontinued g ga
Absurd R:AU / olg
Positive knowledge; certainty e

The Book Of The Sunnah

In the Name of Alldh, the Most
Beneficent, the Most Merciful

And may the blessings and peace of Alléh
be upon our master Muhammad,
his family, his Companions,
and those who love him.

The Book Of The Sunnah

Chapter 1. Following The
Sunnah Of The Messenger
Of Allah &

1. It was narrated that Abu
Hurairah said: “The Messenger of
Alldh #££ said, “Whatever I have
commanded you, do it, and
whatever I have forbidden you,
refrain from it. ”’(Sahih)
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Comments:

a. Each and every command of the Prophet £ is binding on the community.
Numerous Verses of the Qur’an confirm the assertion.

b. Anything and everything the Prophet # prohibits must be avoided. Allah

the Glorified says in His Book:

.. And whatever the Messenger gives you,

take it; and whatever he forbids you, desist from it....” (59:7)

¢. The above quoted Verse proves that a command, as a rule, is binding
although in certain contexts it could simply mean preferability or

recommendation.

2. It was narrated that Abu
Hurairah said: “The Messenger of
Allah #£ said: “Leave me as I have
left you (Don’t ask me the minor
things that I have avoided to tell
you). For those who came before
you were doomed because of their
questions and differences with their
Prophets. If I command you to do
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something, then do as much of itas  ,_ .ss.c <. osego., (o 2 22
you can, and if I forbid you from O > By b sl
fioing sor.nethjng, then refrain from Xt ‘,Q;L, : Jf:.
it.””" (Sahih) .
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Comments:

a. Permissibility is the rule in all worldly affairs as long as they are not
prohibited by the Qur'dn and Sunnah. In the case of acts of worship,
however, the rule is that only those acts are allowed that have their proof in
the Qur'an and Sunnah. It, therefore, follows that any newly-invented thing
in religious matters is an innovation (Bid’ah). Not so in the case of worldly
affairs.

b. Discussion on matters having no practical relevance must be avoided.

c. Disobedience to the commands of the Prophet # means inviting one’s own
doom and destruction.

d. In cases where a person is not able to comply with a certain commandment
for a reason, accepted in the sacred law of Islam as genuine, he will not be
reckoned a sinner by Alldh, as expressed in the following Verse of the
Qur’an: “Allah burdens not a soul with more than it can bear....”” (2:286)
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Comments:
The rule quoted above has also been expressed in the Qur'dn in the
following terms: “Whoever obeys the Messenger, thereby obeys Allah...”
(4:80)
This is so because the Messenger of Alldh # never prescribes any rule of
Shari’ah out of his own likes or preferences; he only communicates what is
revealed to him by Alldh, Who says in the Holy Book: “And he (the
Prophet) never speaks of (his own) desire. It is only a revelation revealed.”
(53:3-4)
In fact the Prophet & himself obeyed the commandments of Allah just like
the rest of the community. The Prophet &, rather, presented a far greater
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example of righteousness and piety than the ordinary Muslims.

4. It was narrated that Abu Ja'far R TRV S (A FR"
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Comments:

a. The Hadith under reference shows how keen the Companions were to avoid
innovation and literally implement each word of the Prophet’s ordainments.
They left no stone unturned in their effort. Nor did they try to put one step
ahead of the Prophet #£. It is because the Qur'dn expressly forbids the
doing of it in the following terms: “O you who believe! Do not put
yourselves forward before Alldh and His Messenger.” (49:1)

b. The Hadith would also explain why ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar «, when he heard
a Hadith from the Prophet #£, neither added to it nor omitted from it

anything.
5. It was narrated that Abu
Dard4’ said: “The Messenger of
Allah #£ came out to us when we
were speaking of poverty and how
we feared it. He said: ‘Is it poverty
that you fear? By the One in Whose
Hand is my soul, (the delights and
luxuries of) this world will come to
you in plenty, and nothing will
cause the heart of anyone of you to
deviate except that. By Allah, I am
leaving you upon something like
Baydd’ (white, bright, clear path) the
night and day of which are the
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same.

Abu Dardd” said: “He spoke the
truth, by Allah. The Messenger of
Allah #¢ did indeed leave us
upon something like Baydi’ (the
white, bright, clear path) the days
and nights ‘of which were the
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same.” (Hasan)
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Comments:

a. Poverty is a kind of trial from Allah. It drives a lot of people to unlawful
ways in search of sustenance. Similarly, too much affluence is also a trial,
which induces people to indulge in evils like false pride, greed, and so on.
The Hadith, however, seems to suggest that the affliction of affluence is
greater than the affliction of poverty. May Alléh protect us from all trials
and temptations! '

b. The “days and nights of which are the same” probably means that
everything in the Divine Law is bright like day. It could also mean that just
as right was made completely distinct from wrong during the lifetime of the
Prophet g, the light of guidance would continue to shine even after his
death, thanks to the luminous rays of the Book and the Sunnah that would
guide the community to discriminate between truth and falsehood.
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Comments:

a. Allah the Glorified has honored the community of the Prophet Muhammad
uz, by decreeing that it will not go astray en masse as was the case with the
earlier communities: they went astray so completely that no one, except
whom Allah pleased, remained on the right track.

b. Islam, the religion of truth, is immune from distortion, since the holy book
of Islam — the Qur'an — is fully preserved, and so are the traditions of the
Prophet #, thanks to the efforts of those who faithfully transmitted them,
and to those who faithfully implemented them.

c. A great number of scholars hold the view that the people referred to in the
Hadith are Ahl Hadith, for it is they who do not consider anyone deserving
unquestioned compliance after the Messenger of Allah .

d. The Hadith does not imply that those treading the path of truth shall be
spared all trials and tribulations in life. It rather means that those trials and
tribulations shall not force them to deviate from the path of truth.
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¢. The phrase “until the Hour begins” means “until the time Islam remains in
the hearts of the people’ since the last generation of men that shall witness
the Hour will be such that no one among them will say “Allah, Allah” since

the Prophet £ has foretold that.

7. It was narrated from Abu
Hurairah that the Messenger of
Alldh # said: “A group of my
Ummah will continue to adhere
steadfastly to the command of
Allah and those who oppose them
will not be able to harm them.”
(Hasan)
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8. Bakr bin Zur‘ah said: “I heard
Abu ‘Inabah Al-Khawlani, who
had prayed facing both prayer
directions (Qiblah) with the
Messenger of Allah #, say: ‘I
heard the Messenger of Alldh #%
say: Alldh will continue to plant
new people in this religion and
use them in His obedience’.”
(Hasan)
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Comments:

a. Abu ‘Inabah Al-Khawlani 4, a Companion of the Prophet %, is among
the earliest entrants into Islam. He, like so many other Companions, prayed
for sixteen or seventeen months facing Jerusalem before the revelation came
for the change of direction (Qiblah) towards the Sacred House of Alldh in
Makkah.

b. Spread of Islam has not been a transitory phenomenon restricted to a
particular period in history. People of different religious persuasions have
all along been entering and, Alldh willing, will continue to enter its fold,
and the Muslim Ummah shall continue to benefit by their capabilities.
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9. ‘Amr bin Shu'aib narrated that .
his father said: “Mu‘awiyah stood 7 ~ ) ) .
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Comments:

a. “Where are your scholars?”’ because there were very few senior
Companions at that time.”

b. “...prevail over the people” means: they will continue to prevail over the
deviant groups through the might of their proofs and arguments. It could
also mean that those on the right path will win discernable supremacy.

c. The hallmark of scholars treading the path of truth is that they popularize
the truth, and expose falsehood in belief and action, regardless of whether

the number of people supporting them is large or small, or what position of
authority their adversaries are holding.
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Comments:

a. There is only one straight path leading to Alldh; those leading to error are
many.

b. In order to exemplify the nature of error, the Prophet # drew lines on
either side of the straight line. By doing so he seemed to suggest that error
sometimes arises through exceeding the limits in religion, and at other times
through unlawful remission or default. Exceeding the limits leads to
innovations and heresies in belief and action.
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